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Connemara West AGM is on 21 September at 8pm in the Teach Ceoil, Tully, Renvyle

Connemara West is a community owned and managed rural development company
based in Letterfrack in North West Connemara. It was established in 1971 to promote
the social, economic and cultural development of the area.
We have come a long way since 1971.
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The Ivy Market

Our thanks also to workers from Forum Connemara who assist Connemara West with work during the year.

Share Transfers
If you have any queries about shares or would like to transfer shares please do not hesitate to contact Janet on 095 47117 or email
janet.otoole@connemarawest.ie and she will be happy to assist you. We have had a steady flow of requests for share
transfers over the past few years. The Board of Connemara West are delighted with the continued interest shown by people in the
company and the transfer of shares continues to bring new shareholders into the company which will prove vital support for
Connemara West in the future.

Connemara West is celebrating its 50th Anniversary in 2022. It is hard now to imagine the Parish of Ballinakill without
Connemara West and we should all be very proud of what we, as a community, have achieved over the past six
decades. That achievement is a story of our community looking out for each other, being brave, taking risks (some of
which worked, some didn’t) and partnering with other organisations to chart its own destiny. It is a unique story of
community owned and managed local development.
To mark the Anniversary, Connemara West held a Family Fun Sports Day in August and began a Graveyard Mapping
Project that has ran for the past year or so: there are reports on these activities elsewhere in this Annual Report. Also,
we are developing a Strategic Plan for the future and have consulted with the community as part of this. An overview
of this is also included in this Annual Report
At a milestone such as this anniversary, it is fitting to remember all the community members who have contributed to
the success of Connemara West since its foundation as shareholders, volunteers, Directors, employees or who
supported the company in other ways. As we face into an increasingly uncertain future, our community is strongly
placed to take advantage of opportunities and confront any challenges we face by building on the strong foundations
established over the past 50 years.

Connemara West launch Graveyard Mapping Project
Connemara West launched a graveyard mapping project to record the memorials and heritage of the local graveyards
and burial grounds in the Parish of Ballinakill over the past year. The plan was to record and digitally map the six
graveyards and their memorial inscriptions. We also captured, within their wider context in the landscape, other
burial grounds and monuments in the area through aerial photography and videography.
To launch the project, Connemara West with our own local
archaeologist, Michael Gibbons, delivered a three week course in
Spring 2021 aimed at people with an interest in learning more
about the graveyards in their local areas and the course was
attended by over 100 people each night. The project was then very
fortunate to attract 29 volunteers interested in working on or
supporting the survey.
The recording of the memorial inscriptions took a lot of hard work
and perseverance particularly in dealing with the older and hard to
read memorials and an expert trainer, David Nolan was on-hand to
train and guide the volunteers. The first group of eight highly
dedicated volunteers started with David in Salrock on the 2nd July
2021 and this work continued on the other graveyards from July
well into Spring 2022.

Most importantly, local peoples’ knowledge and expertise is
essential with regards to their knowledge of local names and we are
planning to have all of the information on the graveyard maps
available in the Connemara West Centre for four weeks from
Monday 3rd October to Friday 21st October 2022 from 10am to
5pm each day. We will also have an open day on Sunday 16th of
October from 11am to 4pm.
The project has been guided by Marie Mannion, Heritage Officer, Galway County Council and her technical team who
are ensuring that our data will be compatible with the Galway County Council Graveyards database and that we will
join the other mapped graveyards on the Galway County Heritage website later this year. This project was also
supported by Forum Connemara through the Leader programme.

Notifications by Email
If you are a shareholder and would like to receive notifications of meetings and the annual report by email please email
reception@connemarawest.ie and if you are not a shareholder but would still like to receive our annual report please email us
with your name and we will add you to our annual mailing list. This information will not be passed to any third parties and will only
be used for the purposes stated.

As part of its 50th anniversary celebration year, Connemara West hosted a family fun sports day on Sunday 21st August on
the Diamond Hill Community Sports pitch in Letterfrack. The day was an outstanding success with a mixture of races,
novelty events, penalty shoot outs, five sided tug-o-war competitions and face-painting. As a community development
organisation, Connemara West were delighted to host this event and to witness the enjoyment from all the
participants. Connemara West would also like to acknowledge all the support from local teachers and students especially
those involved in sports and sporting organisations in the local community. The response to the event was such that it
looks like it will become a regular feature on late summer calendar.

To mark its 50th Anniversary Connemara West is in the process of developing a Strategic Plan. A key part of the process
has been consulting with the community. This consultation had three elements, a survey, focus groups and discussions
with stakeholders and took place between January and August 2022.

Survey
A questionnaire was widely distributed to households in the community. This was available online, in shops, pubs,
Connemara Community Radio and from the Connemara West Centre. Another questionnaire was posted directly to
Connemara West shareholders but it was also available online. There was a great response to both surveys with
approximately 40 percent of all households in the area taking the time to complete a questionnaire and about 50 percent
of shareholders doing so. Responses were received from all age groups and were equally divided between males and
females.

Focus Groups
Six focus groups were held. Five of the groups concentrated on specific age groups, for example: those community
members under 22 years, between 22 and 30 years, between 30 and 45 years, between 45 and 65 years and over 65 years.
Another focus group included business people. Approximately 60 people participated across the six focus groups.

Stakeholders
Eight of Connemara West’s main stakeholders were talked with. These included Atlantic Technological University; Galway
Roscommon Education & Training Board; Galway County Council; Galway Local Enterprise Office; Western Development
Commission; Galway County Childcare Committee; FORUM Connemara CLG and Connemara National Park.

Main themes emerging from the consultations
Our hope was to get feedback on five main areas from the consultations; 1) the community perception of the local area;
2) knowledge of, and involvement with, Connemara West; 3) the opportunities and challenges facing the community
4) stakeholder views on Connemara West and the opportunity for future collaboration and, 5) ideas from all about what
Connemara West could focus on for the future.
The area
The majority of respondents said that the area was as an excellent place to live identifying community spirit, scenery and
landscape and facilities as the reasons why.
Knowledge of, and involvement with, Connemara West
Most respondents were aware of Connemara West and most frequently mentioned the cottages, education provision,
various community development projects and the crèche as the organisation’s main services. The key benefits identified
from Connemara West’s activities were employment, education, community development, the provision of general
services and facilities and the provision of sporting facilities. In a positive finding for the future, more than half of
respondents reported that they would like to have greater involvement in Connemara West.
Opportunities and challenges facing the community
Turning to things that need to be improved in the area, the issue of roads, employment, public transport and facilities for
young people were most frequently mentioned. The three social or economic problems most frequently mentioned were
lack of good employment opportunities; lack of facilities for young people; insufficient types and amounts of
accommodation.
Stakeholders
Our stakeholders all viewed Connemara West very positively and acknowledged our reputation as a critical driver of local
development. They also identified the positive local benefits that have come from our activities over the past 50 years.
They look forward to working with us on new initiatives that will address the opportunities and challenges identified
through the consultation process.
What could Connemara West focus on for the future?
Turning to the future, several broad areas of focus for Connemara West are emerging from the consultations. These
include getting more involved in the area of sustainable employment; leading climate action at local level; continuing to be
a driver of education provision; continuing to manage, maintain, operate and promote the existing facilities which have
been developed; acting as a catalyst for community activities; acting as a community advocate particularly in relation to
planning and housing and developing project proposals for various funding programmes.

Where to from here?
The information above is a very high-level summary of the findings from the consultations. We are still analysing the
information we received and will continue to share this information back to the community via briefings on Connemara
Community Radio and some short publications or meetings. The next stage in the process is to prioritise the actions that
Connemara West can take to respond to the information from the consultation and how best to collaborate with
stakeholders to put these actions into place. We hope to launch the Strategic Plan towards the end of 2022 or early in 2023.

The residential Global Learning & Digital Hub project in Tullycross will
provide facilities for local and international education programmes as well as
for remote working and corporate and Wellness retreats. It was hoped that
construction work would have started by now. However, this did not happen
partly due to the Covid-19 pandemic and then rising construction costs. As a
result, Connemara West is still working with the lead partner in the project,
the Western Development Commission, to finalise the funding package so that
construction work can begin before too long. While we are waiting, the
cottages are rented to out to tourists and ATU apprentices at different times
throughout the year. Due to high quality fibre broadband, one cottage is used
as a pop-up remote working facility and is open for bookings.
In addition, it looks like after a 3-year gap, Aquinas College will bring students
to Tullycross in January 2023 for a four-month study abroad programme, and
will return to Tullycross in June 2023 for a celebration of fifty years of their
study abroad programme in Tullycross.

Local National Schools 5th and 6th classes visit Connemara West Centre
A day to remember, Tuesday 17th of May, when the 5th and 6th class students from Eagles Nest, Tully, Lettergesh and
Letterfrack National Schools visited the Connemara West Centre to celebrate Connemara West's 50th birthday with an
interactive tour of the centre and some of the projects there. The students and their teachers planted flowers in the
creche, made a radio programme on Connemara Community Radio, iced buns, learned about safety, made keyrings in
Youthreach Letterfrack and operated the laser printer in ATU Connemara. Our sincere thanks to our colleagues in ATU
Connemara, Youthreach Letterfrack, Connemara Community Radio, Tigh na nOg Community Creche and the Wild Goat
Café for the great welcome they gave the children and their teachers and all the work they put into making the visit
such an interesting and enjoyable one.

Community Services Building
This building was completed in 2020 and since Covid restrictions lifted we
are able to use the full facilities including changing rooms, toilets,
showers, therapy room, meeting room and gym

We were delighted to learn in June that our application for a Community Services Programme was successful and are
currently recruiting a manager and staff to oversee the operations of the building, grass pitch and Astro Turf pitch. We
look forward to seeing the facilities fully opened for longer hours and hope to be in a position to offer gym
membership before end of year.
We would like to express our sincere appreciation to Shona Acton, Saol Sásta, who has been running classes in the gym
since lock-down ended. Without Shona we would not have been able to open the gym and give local community and
clubs the opportunity to use such a great facility. We would like to wish Shona the very best of luck with her return to
full-time education.
In 2022 we have had maintenance work carried out on main pitch and also a deep clean maintenance programme
carried out on the Astro pitch at a cost of €7,000. Both pitches now are in top class condition.
The income for the Astro turf pitch is vital to help keep all facilities well maintained and we very much appreciate the
business from local clubs and individuals.
We applied for funding for outdoor gym equipment and a storage shed from Sports Capital Programme and were
successful with the application. We hope to have the equipment in place before end of year.

Social Housing
The second phase of Cluid social housing project is now complete. This consists of 11 dwellings (6 no. 3 bedroom 2
storey semi-detached, 4 no. 2 bedroom single storey semi-detached and 1 no. 2 bedroom single storey detached
dwelling). This completes the housing development in Letterfrack and we are very grateful to Cluid for providing
much needed high quality affordable homes.

Cluid Housing Workshop in Ellis Hall
Many thanks to the staff of Cluid Housing Association for organising the
Planting for Pollinators workshop in Ellis Hall on July 8th 2022 for their
own residents and also for inviting the village and all the staff in the
Connemara West Centre into the workshop. The workshop was led by
Kay Synott of Living Gardens and it was a great learning experience and
also a lovely social occasion.

Conservation|Letterfrack was established by Connemara West in 1999 to provide a
professional service and consultancy throughout Ireland in the conservation, restoration
and collection care of wooden artefacts and historic timber interiors.

Dublin Castle
C|L restored windows in
the Vestry in Dublin Castle,
once the headquarters of
English, and later British,
administration in Ireland.
In 1922, following Ireland’s
independence, Dublin Castle
was handed over to the new
Irish government and is now a
major government complex
and a key tourist attraction.

Trinity College Long Room
C|L were commissioned to investigate and
analyse the interior of the Long Room in
Trinity’s Old Library, home to the Book of
Kells and over 200,000 of Trinity’s most
ancient books. A working library since
1732, the Long Room is steeped in heritage.

Restoration of a ceramic bowl of flowers
from the tombstone of Tom Crean
Tom Crean died on 27 July 1938 and was buried in his family's
tomb at the cemetery in Ballynacourty, Corkaguiney,
Co. Kerry. Tom Crean, seaman and Antarctic explorer, who
was awarded the Albert Medal for Lifesaving, was a member
of three major expeditions to Antarctica during the heroic age
of Antarctic exploration. The ceramic bowl of flowers which
arrived via a white Rolls Royce was sent by the man whose
life he’d saved some 26 years earlier. Edward Evans, who was
unable to attend, had arranged by telegraph upon hearing the
sad news, for the floral tribute to be sent.

Doneraile
Pest eradication treatment for furniture and objects prior to the refurbishment of the first floor in Doneraile House for
the OPW.

Kilkenny Castle
Reinstated historic objects on ground and
floor including hanging great Irish deer antlers.

first

Blasket Centre
Conservation of original furniture
from the Blasket Island, currently on
display in the newly renovated
Blasket centre.

Franz West Sculpture
Conservation of a special piece of
contemporary art by Franz West
from a private sculpture garden.

Heritage Week
Open day for Heritage Week took place on the 14 August 2022 with a record of 90 visitors who were all excited to see
objects as diverse as historic timbers from Waterford city to a sixteenth century Italian wedding chest.

Since 1987 Connemara West has participated in an innovative educational partnership
to deliver honours degree programmes in Furniture Design and Manufacture, Furniture an
Wood Technology and Teacher Education. Atlantic Technological University (ATU)
Connemara is the National Centre of Excellence for Furniture Design and Wood Technology.

Letterfrack - University Village
In April 2022, the name of our campus GMIT Letterfrack which had been in situ since
1998 was no more, we welcomed with open arms the designation of the
Technological University with the merger of GMIT, Sligo IT and Letterkenny IT
to become Atlantic Technological University (ATU) covering the West
and Northwest Atlantic coastal counties, set to be one of the largest
multi-campus universities in Ireland incorporating 8 campuses.

Apprentices
For the first time, in the 2021/2022 academic year, we welcomed apprentices to
ATU Connemara. This is an exciting new chapter and development for the campus
and a great opportunity for further collaboration with external stakeholders and
industry partners. In total 48 apprentices over the year in three blocks completed
phase 4 in the craft area of Wood Manufacturing and Finishing. We are delighted
to have this new phase of learning on campus.
To find out more about apprenticeships visit: https://apprenticeship.ie/careerseekers/get-started/learn-more/construction-card/wood-manufacturing-finishing-l6

YEP

Transition Year Taster Week
In March this year we were delighted to welcome
on campus 13 enthusiastic TY students coming
from Wicklow, Dublin, St Paul’s in Oughterard and
Clifden Community School. The programme
enabled the students to explore the campus and to
see at first hand projects that current students
were working on.
The students took part in the annual tree planting
in the native woodland in the Connemara National
Park. The students participated in a Solid Works
tutorial, a Design Projects class and were given
demonstrations in the science lab, kiln and
sawmill, along with machine hall demonstrations
on the CNC. They each completed their own wood
project which was a chess board.
It was an enjoyable week and a lovely introduction
for the secondary school students to experience at
first hand the university environment.

We were delighted to welcome this years young

entrepreneur students onto the Letterfrack campus in ATU
Connemara. We welcomed students who had travelled from
Louisburgh, Oughterard, Kilkenny, Athlone and local
students from Clifden Community School. The students
worked in teams over the week and explored their creativity,
making beautiful glass coasters, designing wooden coasters
which were made using the laser machine and they took part
in a Solid Works workshop where they were introduced to
tips in computer aided drawings to design objects to be
printed with the 3D printers.
Over the week, the students designed and made a prototype
of a product, and following a week of brainstorming and
research along with learning about marketing, promotion
and branding and digital manufacturing they each presented
their product to a panel consisting of local business man
Vincent Murphy of Artisan House publishers and Books at
One, Janet O’Toole from Connemara West and Conservation
Letterfrack and Head of Department ATU Connemara Paul
Leamy. Sincere thanks to the panel members for their
valuable time and participation.

Built by Connemara West in 2006, the community crèche, based in Letterfrack offers
a range of childcare services to the North West Connemara catchment area.
At Tigh Na Nóg Community Crèche we continue to work hard to provide a safe, secure, healthy and friendly
environment for the children. Above all the children still get a big hug when they need one. A big thank you to each
and every one of our staff for smiling through each day and making it possible.
We continue to have great fun, to create wonderful arts and crafts and to get the
children ready for their next adventure – big school. We have thirteen children
leaving to start school in September. We had a lovely visit to the Letterfrack Farm
Experience and our picnic was enjoyed by all. We had a lovely day at our
graduation, and we have enjoyed being part of their lives.

Our garden and flower boxes
have done well this year. The
children enjoyed eating the
strawberries and apples.

Family and Local History Course
Connemara West in conjunction with Community
Education Galway and Roscommon Education and
Training Board delivered a family and local history
course via Zoom with tutor Monica Hynes. This was
followed up with a study trip to Salruck and
Renvyle graveyards in August. Further sessions will
be held with Monica in the Autumn.
Group pictured on study trip with Monica Hynes.

Connemara West obtained one of the first community radio licences in
1995 and established Connemara Community Radio as a separate
company with membership open to the whole community of
North West Connemara in 1998.

Broadcasting during the pandemic
Connemara Community Radio
have continued to broadcast
throughout the pandemic and
take great pride in being able to
maintain their
broadcasting
hours as an essential service.
They also were able to put on
additional programming which
was designed to offer sound
advice and accurate information
and to give comfort and sustain
the local community during the lockdown period.
They had great support from local doctors, Gardai,
emergency services, local councillors, local and regional
voluntary organisations, regional organisations who all
contributed to bringing a local flavour to the national
news. They also provided daily and weekly programmes
to give support for those who may be dealing with
mental health issues. None of this would have been
possible without the heroic effort of staff and the
growing volunteer group of 116 volunteers, old and new,
who gave of their time, expertise and in some cases
developed new programming to suit the times that we
are living in.

Award winning programme
O Chonamara go Crimea
Connemara Community Radio were delighted to have
won two prestigious awards for this wonderful
production. The Oireachtas na Gaeilge awards on the
26th of October 2021 for best Irish Radio programme on
a Community Radio Station and a Gold Award at The
Craol Achievements Awards for best Irish Language
programme. The programme was also shortlisted for the
Celtic Media Awards for best Radio Documentary.
Congratulations to Michael Gannon and all the team who
worked with Michael to make this wonderful
documentary.

Arts on Air 2021
Again in 2021, we had to make
adjustments to our Arts on Air
programming as Covid 19 impacted
on the initial plans. However, we
were able to deliver a new Arts on
Air programme in conjunction with The Clifden Arts
Festival with a total of 25.5 hours of live broadcasts for
the 44th Clifden Arts Festival.
As the festival was restricted in the numbers who could
attend events, Arts on Air brought the performances to a
wider audience via “The Airwaves” and www,
broadcasting live and recorded concerts, readings,
recitals, interviews and updates on the daily festival
programme. Congrats again due to a dedicated team of
staff and volunteers who stepped up to the mark and
safely worked behind the scenes to bring festival events
to the homes of Connemara and further afield. This was
made possible by the support of the BAI Sound & Vision
fund, The Clifden Station House, Artisan House and the
Clifden Arts Festival. CCR and Arts on Air are now
looking forward to broadcasting from the 45th Clifden
Arts Festival.

Recruitment of New Volunteers
Connemara Community Radio always welcome new
volunteers. If you would like to present a show, be a
technician or answer the phone please call the radio on
095 41616 or just call in to our offices in the Connemara
West Centre. Training will be provided in house.

Support for Connemara Community Radio
Over the past year CCR have received many letters,
emails, cards and phone calls of support and
appreciation for the efforts our volunteers and staff
have made during the past two years.
These words and feedback from listeners at home and
abroad are very much appreciated as they provide the
radio with encouragement and are a big thank you to
all the volunteers and staff at Connemara Community
Radio for their dedication and hard work throughout
this past two years.

Youthreach Letterfrack comes under the aegis of Galway Roscommon Education and
Training Board (GRETB) and brings yet another dimension to the Connemara West Centre
through the provision of specialised education and training programmes.
It has been a year like no other in Youthreach Letterfrack and as always Youthreach
have continued with fundraising for different charities, this year we raised over €750
for Cancer Care West for our Village Christmas Jumper day back in December. A special
mention to Cora Mongan who was the lead student on this collection - well done.

Youthreach Lettefrack is always delighted to be asked to get
involved in local projects and this year was no different. We
decided that in the absence of the Into The Light Parade we
would keep the spirit of Sea Week alive and made a video of all
the floats and characters we used in the parades throughout the
years and posted it online for everyone to enjoy. We placed the
iconic witches up around the village and made a fairy sweet trail
for the creche next door.

Youthreach were also delighted to be involved in the making of
raised flowed beds for the Connemara Care Centre in Clifden and
are always very happy to partner up for intergenerational
projects.

In February we were awarded a Gaisce Certificate for our participation in the Bulbs for Bees project where we
delivered packages to the local national schools with pollinator friendly bulb packs and in May we were delighted to
welcome the 5th and 6th class students of those national schools as part of the Connemara West 50th birthday
celebration where we held activities in the centre. It was a thoroughly enjoyable day.

This summer Youthreach decided to take inspiration
from our neighbours and spruce up the centre by
painting the façade in similar brightly themed colours.

Tragically this year we were very shocked and saddened at the sudden loss of our
friend and colleague Brian Coyne. We still very much miss him and would like to
offer our sincere condolences to his family, he is missed dearly.

Youthreach’s Coordinator would like to take this opportunity
to offer a huge congratulation to all the hard-working
students for completing all their tasks, projects, sitting the
Leaving Cert Applied and submitting all of their QQI portfolio
work. You should be very proud of all the hard work you put
in all year. A massive thank you to all the dedicated and
hardworking staff it is your commitment to the Youthreach
Centre and to the programmes that are being delivered that
reflects in the centres continued success.

Established in 1977 the Teach Ceoil in Tully village is a centre for Irish culture, particularly
traditional music, song and dance. The Teach Ceoil hosts the Seisiún programme in the
summer and music, song and dance classes throughout the year.

Seisiun 2022
We are delighted to announce that Seisiun was back at the Teach
Ceoil in Tully, Renvyle and ran from Tuesday 12th July to the 23rd
August. Renvyle Comhaltas took over the production and
management of Seisiun with support from Connemara West. Victor
Reno, Chairperson of Renvyle Comhaltas and producer of Seisiun
2022 led a strong team of talented Connemara musicians, singers and
dancers. Returning to the Seisiun were Maria Walsh on accordion, Liz
and Yvonne Kane on fiddle, Eileen Mannion on banjo and tin whistle,
Amy Roberts on keyboard, Loretta Coyne on flute and tin whistle,
Caroline Coyne on fiddle and Katie Nee on fiddle. Katie also
performed a wonderful sean nos set and Caroline performed in the
set dance with the regular dancers Caitlin Sammon, Ciara Heagney
and Cora Heanue. Nathan Pilazke became a regular guest at Seisiun
with our own Gary Heanue making it back for a few nights. Lorraine
Cunningham also joined the show for one night. Caitriona Ni
Ceannabhan was the main singer with Maria Sheridan stepping in for
her one night. Other guest musicians included Mary Finn, Riona
Curran and Ronan Flaherty. Pat Coyne was in charge of lighting and
sound and Karina Schacht Reno was on the door with her young
helpers Saileog and Ronan.
The season was slow to start but gathered momentum and was much
appreciated by all the audiences. “Seisiun has been the best experience
of our Ireland visit”, is one of the more frequent comments.

Connemara West has 18 places on our Community Employment scheme which is run under the approval of the
Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection The participants work in various locations including the
three villages of Letterfrack, Tully and Tullycross supporting the local tidy towns committees and Diamond Hill
community sports complex in Letterfrack. Participants are also placed in Connemara Community Radio, Connemara
Rugby Club in Clifden and with the Ivy Market, also in Clifden. While we have been able to maintain numbers this
year, the team continues to catch up on all the work that had to be postponed over the covid period. This would not
have been possible without the continued help of the workers from Forum Connemara for which we are thankful.
We have positions available on our scheme from time to time and if interested please contact Colin Clarke at
colin.clarke@connemarawest.ie or 095 47119.

Paddy Kane our Community Employment
Supervisor, retired in September 2021 after
years of dedicated service to the local
community, villages, tidy towns, pitches,
Teach Ceoil, Renvyle Thatched Cottages,
Connemara West Centre, ATU Connemara
and more. We wish him all the very best.
Pictured with Breda Coneys.

Colin Clarke, new CE
Supervisor, took up
the position in
October 2022.

GRETB Polytunnel
Ukranian Flag Day
A wonderful Ukrainian art exhibition and lunch took place in the
Wild Goat Café to celebrate Ukrainian flag day. The exhibition
was the result of art classes with Rosaleen Coneys which were
part of the welcome to Letterfrack events organised by Breda
Coneys, Connemara West and sponsored by Galway Rural
Development. It is super to see our facilities in action and many
thanks to ATU Connemara for the use of one of their design studio
and huge thanks to our Ukrainian friends and Egon Hinze in the
Wild Goat Café for the taste of Ukraine feast. We would also like
to thank Shona Acton at Saol Sásta for gym lessons, and Diamond
Hill Community Sports Centre for the use of the gym and last but
not least grá mór to the Teach Ceoil Renvyle and the Renvyle
Seisiun team for the warm welcome extended to the Ukrainian
group.

Connemara West were also very pleased to
offer a home to this special polytunnel which
was purchased by the Further Education
Centre, Letterfrack, GRETB and will be part of
their gardening modules.

Wild Goat Café
The Wild Goat Café is a
Social Enterprise run by
FORUM Connemara CLG
catering to provide Meals
On Wheels, a laundry
service and Food Cloud in North West
Connemara. The Wild Goat Café is also open
to the public daily and for special events.

Tree Planting in the Community Native Woodland
Many thanks to Sean Garvey, Martin Kearney, Kevin Gyves, Shemeem O'Toole and
Samantha Flaherty for organising the tree planting. It was a great day for ATU Connemara
and Clifden Community School Transtition Year students who did all the hard work
planting the trees. It was really exciting to see how the woodland has developed over the
past seven years.

Renvyle Cat and Dog
Connemara West were very pleased to be able to
facilitate Renvyle Cat and Dog Rescue in replacing the
old decrepit shed with the new Steeltech shed
purchased by Renvyle Cat and Dog Rescue.

Public Library
Patricia Keane retired from the Letterfrack Public Library in April 2021. We would like to
thank Patricia for all her work on behalf of the whole community during her time as the
Community Librarian. Oisin Sweeney has been appointed the new community librarian
and the Public Library opening hours are now Wednesdays and Saturdays 11am to 1pm
and 1.30pm to 4.30pm. Closed Saturdays before a bank holiday.
The Letterfrack Public Library has been upgraded electronically and all members can
now access electronic resources and can also order books online from any library in
Ireland and have them delivered to Letterfrack.

Connemara West Centre
Renvyle Thatched Cottages Built in 1973 these iconic nine thatched cottages in Tullycross village are
rented to traditional tourists and are also home to students and professors from six US colleges who base their
Study Abroad programmes in Tullycross. In the future the cottages will provide accommodation for the Global
Learning and Digital Hub being developed in the village.

Teach Ceoil Established in 1977 the Teach Ceoil in Tully village is a centre for Irish culture, particularly
traditional music, song and dance. The Teach Ceoil hosts the Seisiún in the summer and music, song and dance
classes throughout the year.

Office Services Since 1980 Connemara West has provided a range of office services to the public such as
colour printing (up to and including A3); photocopying; faxing; ring/slide binding; laminating; emailing and
scanning from its Letterfrack office.

ATU Connemara Since 1987 Connemara West has participated in an innovative educational partnership
with GMIT Letterfrack, now Atlantic Technological University (ATU) Connemara, to deliver honours degree
programmes in Furniture Design and Manufacture; Furniture and Wood Technology; Teacher Education.
ATU Connemara is the National Centre of Excellence for Furniture Design and Wood Technology.

Conservation|Letterfrack Established in 1999, this workshop provides a conservation and restoration
service to the highest international standards throughout Ireland for furniture, wooden artefacts and
architectural woodwork.

Tigh na nÓg Community Crèche Built in 2006 the community crèche based in Letterfrack, offers a range
of childcare services to the North West Connemara catchment area.
Development partnerships with other local and non-local organisations Connemara West
partners with many other organisations (e.g. Connemara Community Radio, GRETB, Forum Connemara CLG,
Aquinas College, Western Development Commission, Equal Ireland) to provide social housing, community
services, sports facilities, community radio, adult and continuing education, rural development social inclusion
programmes and tourism and education infrastructure delivery to the people of North West Connemara.
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