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Connemara West AGM will be held in Ellis Hall, Letterfrack
on Wednesday 24th May at 8pm

Connemara West
Connemara West plc is a community owned and managed rural development
company based in Letterfrack in North West Connemara. It was established in
1971 to promote the social, economic and cultural development of the area. We
have come a long way since 1971.
For contact & information:
Phone:
Email:
Website:
Facebook:
Twitter:

095-41047
reception@connemara-west.net
www.connemarawest.ie
Connemara West plc
Connemara_West

Connemara West
Connemara West Centre
Letterfrack,
Co. Galway H91 AH5K

Connemara West Directors and Staff
Directors
Kevin Heanue
Kathleen Kane
Cathy Keane
Padraic Lyden
Paddy Walsh

Chairman
Secretary
Gerard Coyne
Paddy Kane
Patrick Sammon

Advisors to the Board
Ann Pollington
Breda Coneys
Michael O’Neill
Janet O’Toole

Conservation|Letterfrack - Full Time Staff
Sven Habermann
Manager
Simon Brown
Senior Conservator/Restorer
Thomas Flaherty
Conservator/Restorer
Kate Aughey
Conservator/Restorer
Part Time & Occasional
Janet O’Toole
Administration
Phillippe Homburger
Upholsterer
Ray Griffin
Cabinetmaker

Connemara West - Full Time Staff
Ann Pollington
Accounts
Bridget Lydon
Reception/Admin
Paddy Kane
CE Supervisor
Malachy Higgins
Librarian - GMIT

Interns
Alan Lacey
Hugo Byrne
Chris Fitzpatrick

Part Time & Occasional
Michael O’Neill
Head of Education, Training & Development
Breda Coneys
Development Worker
Janet O’Toole
Administration
Anne Jack
Cottages Supervisor
Brid Staunton
Accounts
Carol Cronnelly
Temp Reception & Exhibition Supervisor
Geraldine Heanue Exhibition Supervisor

Crèche Staff
Caroline Heanue
Patricia Glynn
Geraldine Walsh
Siobhan O’Neill
Amanda Kearney
Aisling Joyce
Leigh Birchmore
Mary Walsh
Grainne Coyne
Carrie Graham
Annabella Lydon
Anita Aya
Rosemary Mongan
Una Gordon

Other Connemara West Staff in Centre
Peter Coyne
Craft Assistant - GMIT
Shemeem O’Toole Assistant Admin GMIT
Joe Mortimer
Caretaker - CWest & GMIT
Aquinas College Interns - Jan-Apr 2017
Claudia Boerigter
Hannah Broderick
Karley Curtis
Eleanor Eggleston
Katharine Reed

November/December 2016
April-June 2017
Jan-June 2017

Manager
Deputy Manager
Food Handler

Share Transfers
If you have any queries about shares or would like to transfer shares please do not hesitate to contact Janet on
095 41047 and she will be happy to assist you. We have had a steady flow of requests for share transfers over the
past few years. The Board of Connemara West are delighted with the continued interest shown by people in the
company and the transfer of shares continues to bring new shareholders into the company which will prove
vital support for Connemara West in the future.

Renvyle Thatched Cottages
Built in 1973, these 9 thatched cottages in the village of Tullycross are
rented to traditional tourists and are also home to students and
Professors from US colleges who base their study abroad
programmes in Tullycross.

Teach Ceoil
Established in 1977, the Teach Ceoil in Tully village is a centre for
Irish culture particularly traditional music, song and dance, which
hosts the Seisiún in the summer and music, song and dance classes
throughout the year.

Office Services
Since 1980, Connemara West has provided a range of office services
to the public such as colour printing up to and including A3;
photocopying; faxing; ring/slide binding; laminating; e-mailing;
scanning.
GMIT Letterfrack
Since 1987, Connemara West plc has partnered with GMIT
Letterfrack to deliver honours degree programmes specialising in
Furniture Design and Manufacture; Furniture and Wood Technology;
Teacher Education. GMIT Letterfrack is the National Centre of
Excellence for Furniture Design and Wood Technology.

Conservation|Letterfrack
Established in 1999, this is a workshop which provides a
conservation and restoration service throughout Ireland, to the
highest international standards for furniture, wooden artefacts and
architectural woodwork.

Tigh na nOg Community Crèche
Built in 2006, this community crèche offers a range of childcare
services to the catchment area of North West Connemara.

Development partnerships with other local and nonlocal organisations
Throughout the past decades, Connemara West plc has also
partnered with many other organisations to provide social housing;
community services; sports facilities; community radio; adult and
continuing education; and rural development and social inclusion
programme delivery to the people of North West Connemara.

Renvyle Thatched Cottages
The cottages were once again a hive of activity in 2017. While tourists continue to fill the cottages at the
height of the tourist season in July and August, during the rest of the year, six American colleges - Aquinas
College, Maine Maritime College, Kirkwood Community College, Lourdes University, St. Louis University
and New England College - brought students and Professors to Tullycross. The colleges use the cottages as
a base for their Ireland Study Abroad programmes.
A remarkable piece of history was made in 2017.
Denise Christy who was an Aquinas student in
Tullycross in 1991 and worked with Jenny Conboy at
Lettergesh school visited in April. Denise’s visit was
all the more special as her son Tom Christy, who was
a student with Aquinas in Tullycross in 2017 was
working with Mandy Conboy, Jenny’s daughter, at
Lettergesh School. A very enjoyable evening was
held at Lettergesh school where Denise, Tom and
other family members, met some of the Lettergesh
school students she taught in 1991, together with
some of their children who Tom was teaching now.
The whole evening was another great example of the
deep, long-standing friendships that have developed
between Aquinas College students and residents of
North West Connemara over the past 45 years.
Another former Aquinas College student who visited
Tullycross in 2017 was Ariel Kessler who along with
her husband Nate, were on their honeymoon.

Also in 2017, Aquinas College officially launched their
new Ireland Study Abroad Programme in Tullycross,
and marked the event with a ‘flag raising ceremony’.
Although Aquinas College have brought students to
Tullycross 44 years, 2017 marks a change in the
structure and delivery of their Ireland programme,
which now includes subjects such as Contemporary
Social Issues and Culture and Identity taught by Irish
faculty from NUI, Galway and local experts from the
region. The new programme also links strongly with
the recently launched Irish Studies Minor based in
Aquinas College. These changes will ensure that the
programme continues to flourish in the coming
decades.

Faculty and students of Aquinas College together with family members,
the Directors and Staff of Connemara West plc and members of the
Friends of Connemara from Grand Rapids, Michigan, at the flag raising
ceremony in Tullycross. Photo credit: Aoife Herriott
Mandy Conboy, Tom Christy, Jenny Conboy and Denise Christy

For the first time in 2017, New England College from
New Hampshire, Greater Boston Area, brought 12
students and 3 Professors to Tullycross for 2 weeks in
March as part of a global learning programme. Their
programme, called ‘Live Local – Think Global’, set out
to give their students an insight into the life of a small
village and how that fits into the modern world
economy. Professor Kevin Cahill from New England
College who led the New England College Programme
said that “our first immersion into the village of
Tullycross exceeded all expectations on every level
and we look forward to returning to Tullycross for
years to come”.

Students from New England College at Cromwell's Fort on Inishbofin
Island, Co. Galway

International Education Centre
In order to cater for the increased number of US colleges coming to Tullycross, Connemara West has
obtained planning permission for a major refurbishment and renovation of the nine thatched cottages in
Tullycross. When renovated, the cottages will be able to accommodate 40 people. In addition, we have
received planning permission to build a new education centre in Tullycross, on the site of the former
Priest’s House, which will contain a 50-seat auditorium; a Wi-Fi-enabled learning hub/library; group study/
breakout rooms; video conferencing facilities; conference room and a coffee dock. This infrastructure will
be a major boost to the village and community.

An artist’s impression of the planned Education Centre in Tullycross

The education centre will have multiple uses. In addition to being a teaching base for the study abroad
programmes for the US colleges already recruited, it will also function as a dissertation completion retreat for
United States graduate students: US college faculty professional development centre; lead venue for a summer
school on Resilience and Sustainability; venue for online delivery and certification of courses from US colleges to
the local, regional and national Irish communities; administrative and promotional centre for Fellowships for
Irish residents to the US colleges who use the centre; centre for comparative research on rural community
leadership and engagement. The centre will also be a venue for community meeting rooms, training and events.
A group called the ‘Friends of Connemara’ have been established in Grand Rapids, Michigan to help support the
development of the cottages and the education centre.
In early February 2017, in the
Meyrick Hotel in Galway city, a
public briefing was given to the
media, TDs and Ministers from the
constituency and Galway County
Councillors about the plans for the
cottages and education centre in
Tullycross. The briefing attracted
significant media attention and on
foot of this 2 new US colleges made
enquiries about bringing students
to Tullycross in 2018.

Dr. Kevin Heanue, Chairman of Connemara West, Eamon O Cuiv TD and Professor Deborah
Wickering Director, Aquinas College Ireland Programme 2017 at the launch of Connemara West’s
plan for an International Residential Education Centre . Photo credit: Andrew Downes

Conservation|Letterfrack
Conservation |Letterfrack continues to attract a range of interesting projects to the workshop for
conservation and restoration. C|L also work with National Historic Properties and Museums on object
conservation, collection care and providing solutions for the preservation of our heritage.

Restoration of antlers

Marsh’s Library

Restoration of antlers carried out in workshop and installed in situ
for a private client in Northern Ireland.

Marsh’s Library was founded in the
early eighteenth century by Archbishop
Narcissus Marsh (1638-1713). C|L have
been involved in the conservation of
the interior.

Muckross House
Conservation|Letterfrack continues to work for Muckross House and was involved in a large conservation
cleaning project in January 2017 in preparation for the Summer season.

Rathfarnam Castle
C|L conserved three objects - a pier table and two torchères original to Rathfarnham Castle. The original castle
at Rathfarnham dates back to the Elizabethan period and was built for Archbishop Adam Loftus, an ambitious
Yorkshire clergyman who became Archbishop of Dublin and Lord Chancellor of Ireland. In the late
eighteenth century, the house was remodelled on a splendid scale.

Russborough House

Irish Museum of Modern Art

C|L installed protective boxes around the Belloni table
in Russborough House. Providing protective solutions
for precious objects during other works is one of the
services provided by Conservation|Letterfrack.

The Irish Museum of Modern Art is housed in the
Royal Hospital Kilmainham, the finest 17th-century
building in Ireland. The Royal Hospital was founded
in 1684 by James Butler, Duke of Ormonde and
Viceroy to Charles II, as a home for retired soldiers
and continued in that use for almost 250 years. The
style is based on Les Invalides in Paris with a formal
facade and a large elegant courtyard. The Royal
Hospital in Chelsea was completed two years later
and also contains many similarities in style. C|L were
involved in the removal and restoration of one of the
curved arches over the entrance doors.

Heritage Day
Conservation|Letterfrack will host an open day for National Heritage week on Sunday 19th of August
from 10.30am to 5pm. This is a very popular event and great opportunity to view heritage objects and
also to get advice on the care of furniture and maybe try traditional skills like woodturning.

GMIT Letterfrack
IrelandSkills

Transition Year

Cian Mulligan from Rathcoole, Co Dublin, made
history on 9 December, 2016, by becoming the first
student to hold three IrelandSkills titles in Carpentry,
Joinery and Cabinetmaking. A total of seven GMIT
Letterfrack students competed in three finals, two of
whom won awards, affirming GMIT Letterfrack’s
position as the National Centre for Excellence in
Furniture Design & Technology.

GMIT Letterfrack in partnership with Connemara
West devised a special programme for Transition
Year students from Clifden Secondary School. Over
the four week course the students were introduced to
various handskills and made dovetail boxes to take
home. The group is pictured here with Lecturer,
Hugh Mullan.

Cian picked up his third award winning the
Carpentry final and Sean Hogan from Dunmore East
in Co Waterford won in the Cabinetmaking
competition. Both students are studying on the B.Sc.
(Hons) in Furniture and Wood Technology.

Morocco
Cian Mulligan with Anthony Clare, GMIT Letterfrack

Hurling
After four years of reaching the Finals, this year GMIT
Letterfrack Hurlers became the All Ireland hurling
Champions in February beating Marino college at the
NUIG grounds in Galway. The Fergal Maher cup was
presented to the Captian Thomas Rigney on February
25th. What a fantastic achievement from our small
campus based here in Connemara.

Paul Leamy, Lecturer in GMIT Letterfrack along with
2nd year students Craig Shannon and Daniel
O'Driscoll travelled to the Tansghart Woodworking
Centre in Morocco to deliver training with David Bult,
Abdul Kabeer and A Balade from Green Sahara
Furniture. Woodworking tools were brought from
Ireland sponsored by the Teachers Union of Ireland
(TUI) and GMIT. GMIT Letterfrack hope to continue
with its support to this project by providing training,
technical support and design skills.

The Teach Ceoil
Connemara West in association with Comhaltas
presents

Seisiún
A Music Trail through Ireland

Evenings of Irish Traditional
Music, Song, Dance and Poetry

Teach Ceoil, Renvyle
Tuesdays at 9pm - July 11 to August 22
Adults: €13 Children under 12: €7 Doors open at 8.30pm
Tel: 095-41047 / 087-6872830

Green Campus
GMIT Letterfrack Green Campus
Another busy year for the Green Campus with competitions held between bench-rooms for the best recycling of
wood and general waste; Green Table Quiz, Tree Planting and maintenance of the Community Native Woodland.
The preliminary application for the second Green Flag was submitted in April and a Spring clean of Letterfrack
village was carried out on the 26th April 2017. Green Campus GMIT Letterfrack are pleased to be able to work
with the Further Education Centre and Youthreach Letterfrack who have also signed up to An Taisce Green
Campus Programme.

Super turnout from staff and students of GMIT Letterfrack; staff and
students from the Further Education Centre Letterfrack/Clifden, staff
from Connemara West Plc and students from Aquinas College.

Great fun at the Green Table Quiz which was paperless for the first time
using an App called Kahoot.

Exterior Furniture Projects
As we go to press with the annual report furniture that is both beautiful and functional is being installed in
Letterfrack village. We will feature all of the projects on our website at a later date.
The following is a brief synopsis from Anna
Hoogeboom and Gavan O’Toole on their inspiration
for the sculptural piece which is sited at the main
entrance to the Connemara West Centre:
“Letterfrack changed from a dwindling village to a vibrant /
active centre of education and support for all ages due to the
tenacity of the people. The willingness and team spirit of
everybody involved ensures its past and current success. The
design we came up with acts as a gateway/ timeline to CW
and GMIT inviting you inside and discover the journey of
Letterfrack.
Back in the 70’s members of the community came up with
several ideas such as the cottages in Tullycross and buying
the industrial school building. These initial plans that are the
starting point is represented by the longest copper strand.
The plan has been successful due to the support and hard
work of the community which is represented by the way the
oak posts support the copper strands.
As we move along the timeline other ideas are represented by
the additional copper strands appearing along the timeline
and supported by the posts. All these ideas come together in
an array of swirls like the vibrant place that Letterfrack has
become”
Anna Hoogeboom and Gavan O’Toole, Feb 2017 - GMIT
Letterfrack 2nd year students.

On behalf of the Board of Connemara West we would
like to thank the staff and students of GMIT
Letterfrack for designing and making with such care
and attention to detail these wonderful pieces of
exterior furniture and sculpture that can be enjoyed
by the whole community and visitors to our area. We
would also like to thank all of the workers on the
Connemara West CE scheme who did all the ground
works for the project. We are very proud to be
associated with such a wonderful amenity for our
community.

Diamond Hill Housing Association
Following 15 years of intense planning, negotiating and lobbying 13
Social Housing Units were finally occupied during Summer 2016.
The housing scheme is most attractive and is beautifully located in
the village of Letterfrack. The occupants who are all from the
locality are fortunate to have such wonderful facilities at their
disposal.
The good news is that the Department of the Environment,
Community and Local Government has sanctioned funding for an
additional 11 units. It is expected that Phase Two will be a mix of
family housing and housing for the elderly.

Community Services and Leisure Centre
Meanwhile, while all of that was happening the planned Community Services and Leisure Centre was redesigned
for the fourth time and submitted to Galway County Council for planning approval. Planning Permission was
granted in June 2016 and a Sports Grant application was lodged for Phase One of the development in February
2017. Working Drawings have been prepared and the tendering process is presently underway and should be
completed towards the end of May. If the grant application is successful, work should begin on the construction
towards the end of 2017. When this project is completed, the community will then have sports facilities to equal
most rural communities.

Youthreach

Youthreach Letterfrack provide a safe creative and tailored learning environment for all, by supporting
each individual on their life’s journey.”
The ‘After the Light’ parade was a huge success
thanks to the driving force that is Leo Hallissey and
the huge effort and displays made by the students of
Youthreach, GMIT Letterfrack, Further Education
Centre, Tigh nÓg Creche and Letterfrack Primary
School.

Earlier this year Youthreach Letterfrack took part in
the Conor Morris Petersburg Team Challenge and
Won!! The challenges were physical, tactical and
strategic and out of fifteen teams we came first.
Youthreach had the pleasure of working with Brian
Ward this year from Petersburg Outdoor Education
Centre and took part in a number of outdoor
activities.
Thanks also to the GMIT Letterfrack students who
came to Youthreach every Wednesday on teaching
practice. Youthreach students organised a team
challenge day for the GMIT students as a thank you
and it was a great success.

The Leaving Cert Applied students held a coffee day
and a raffle for the Simon Community and they raised
over two hundred euro thanks to the generous gifts
donated by the Letterfrack Country Shop and
Letterfrack Hardware. Every good wish to the
Youthreach Leaving Cert Applied students with their
exams in June.

Tigh na nOg Community Crèche

Tigh na nOg Community Crèche has had a busy year.
We have 60 children attending the crèche throughout
the week, catering to over 50 families in North
Connemara. We provide full day-care, pre-school and
after-school service. All meals are cooked by staff
who are HACCP trained and prepare nutritionally
balanced meals.
The crèche operates the following schemes:


Community Childcare Subvention (CCS)
Programme (allowing reduced fees for families
on lower incomes)



Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)
Programme (free Pre-School Year)



Childcare Education and Training Support
(CETS) Programme (for participants on VEC or
FAS training)



After-school Childcare (ASCC) Programme
(Afterschool care for parents on JB or JA or One
Parent Family)



Community Employment Childcare (CEC) (for
participants on CE schemes)



Community Childcare Subvention Plus (CCSP)
Programme (allowing reduced fees for families
on lower incomes)

Art, Craft & Science Activities at Tigh na nOg Community Creche

These schemes must have the appropriate paperwork
with them like proof of what you are eligible for, i.e.
are you on Jobseekers, one parent family, and copy of
medical card or letter from VEC saying you are
eligible for a course.
Our snapshot week for Subvention (CCS) for parents
applying for subvention is usually mid-October and
parents must ensure they have all their paperwork
up to date and with current medical cards.
If you require more information on these schemes
and eligibility, please call Caroline on 095-41908.
Relief Staff
We are looking for staff for our relief panel to
cover sick days and holidays. If you are
interested and have FETAC Level 5/6 in
Childcare, please contact Caroline on 095-41908
for more information.

Tree Planting at
Kylemore Abbey as
part of National
Tree Week.

Connemara Community Radio
Licence Application

Arts on Air

Connemara Community Radio
applied for a 10 year
broadcasting service licence in
October 2016 and were
successful. We will sign our
new licence June 2017 – June
2027 on the 25th of May 2017.
This is a big achievement for
the radio and we would like to
thank all those who provided
us with letters of support etc.

The Arts on Air team delivered 22 hours of
programming from the Clifden Arts Festival in
September 2016. Throughout the festival more than
200 people called in to our pop up studio in the
Station House Complex. There were approx. 170
interviewees, recordings of poetry readings, music
concerts, events and vox pops. The feature in 2016
was ‘Archives from the Attic’, a series of interviews
produced and presented by Erin Gibbons. Each day
Erin interviewed a local shopkeeper who spoke about
the history of their business using their shop ledgers
as the focal point.

Training
Connemara Community Radio have been busy
providing training to our staff, volunteers and the
community. Throughout the past few months the
following training has taken place: Oral History
Training with David Collins, Fact or Fiction Writing
for Radio Workshop with Brian Leyden and QQI Level
3 Media Expression Courses for Transition Year (TY)
students from Clifden & Carna.

New programme Series for May 2017
‘Eight Thousand Years Along The Atlantic Way’ a
series of twelve 15 minute documentary style
programmes took listeners on a journey of the
Connemara Coast. Looking back over 8,000 years
exploring key features of our historic, cultural and
natural heritage. The series was presented by Michael
Moylan, field archaeologist, and the main contributor
was renowned Connemara archaeologist, Michael
Gibbons. The series was recorded and edited by Pat
Coyne.

Membership

Transition Year Students 2017

Two very successful Membership Drives took place
during the past six months to help boost Membership
numbers. The next drive will take place on Friday the
2nd of June in Supervalu Clifden.

Fundraising
Connemara Community Radio ran a successful Race
Night on the 18th of March. A big thank you to
Brendan Ridge, Bríd O ‘Malley and Karen Murtagh.
CCR would also like to thank all who supported this
wonderful event. Our next fundraiser will be an “On
Air” Table quiz in October.

Bridie Cashin - Retirement
Bridie Cashin retired in September 2016 after
almost 20 years with Connemara Community
Radio. Bridie was an invaluable member of staff
over the years. Thankfully Bridie is still a
volunteer with us working with Kathleen Faherty
on the West Wind Blows programme.

Aquinas Students, Ashley
Keena and Samantha Bell
produced a 1 hour radio
programme on their
experience here in
Connemara.

Jenny Conboy - Retirement
It is with great sadness that we learned of Jenny’s decision to retire from the
Board of Directors of Connemara West plc in September 2016. Jenny is an
active volunteer and has contributed to a wide range of organisations, too
numerous to mention, while dedicating her life to voluntary work in our
community and for this we thank her.
Jenny joined the Board of Connemara West in December 1987, served as
Chairperson from October 2003-2008, and was also a member of a number of
sub-committees of the Board. She was always available to meet no matter how
short the notice and was extremely kind and encouraging to all Connemara
West employees especially in the early days when the company opened its
first office in Letterfrack. She is one of those people who invest their care,
time and energy in the betterment of their community without a thought for
themselves and we were privileged to work with her over the years. We all
wish her well and hope that she will continue to be involved through the
Renvyle Thatched Cottages committee and we know that we can all rely on
her valuable support into the future.

Mary Gannon - Retirement
It is also with great sadness that we learned about Mary’s decision to retire
from the Board of Connemara West plc in October 2016. Mary joined the
Board of Connemara West plc in May 1984 and has served on a number of
sub-committees of the Board of Connemara West including the Board of
Connemara Community Radio as Chairperson. She has agreed to continue in
that role, and as a Committee Member of Renvyle Childcare.
Mary has given her community years of service through her involvement in a
wide range of local organisations and has always been firmly dedicated to
promoting the interests of our local community. She was always available to
meet about any aspect of the company’s work and was most supportive and
encouraging to staff. While we respect Mary’s decision to retire we will miss
her active participation and wish her well in all her future endeavours. We
are delighted that she will continue to be involved with us through
Connemara Community Radio and Renvyle Childcare.

New Website
Please visit our new website www.connemarawest.ie
We launched the website in February 2017 and we
would like to thank Caroline Herriott, Cuán Mara
Design for designing our website, Aoife Herriott for
the photography and all who contributed with
photographs and text. We will continue to add to the
website and with that in mind, we would be really
pleased if people would like to tell us what they think
of our website! Any feedback or suggestions will be
greatly appreciated.
You can email us on reception@connemara-west.net
or phone us on 095 41047.

Connemara West
Connemara West Centre
Letterfrack,
Co. Galway H91 AH5K
Phone:
Email:
Website:
Facebook:

095-41047
reception@connemara-west.net
www.connemarawest.ie
Connemara West plc

Graphic Design and Website Development by Cuán Mara Design

www.cuanmaradesign.com

